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Riverdale High School
Agriculture Education



Introduction to Agriculture

Mr. Larsen

Ag Building

(309) 523-3181

klarsen@riverdaleschools.org

www.riverdaleaged.weebly.com

Class Schedule: 

1st – Agriculture Construction & Technology

2nd – Introduction to Agriculture

3rd – Agriculture Mechanics & Technology

4th – Study hall

Lunch

6th – Prep

7th – Introduction to Agriculture

8th – Freshman R.I.E.T.

A.  Description

This orientation course provides an opportunity for students to learn how the agricultural industry is organized, its major components, the economic influence of agriculture at state, national and international levels, and types of job opportunities in the agricultural field.  Basic concepts in animal science, plant science, soil science, horticulture, natural resources, agribusiness management, and agricultural mechanics, will be presented.  Improving computer and workplace skills will be a focus.

This course is required for participation in all other Agriculture/Industry courses.  This course is open to grades 9-11.
B.  Course Objectives
1.  To explore the many areas of the National FFA Organization.
2.  To explore and understand the basics of the agriculture industry and agricultural literacy.
3.  To explore and understand the agribusiness areas of agriculture.

4.  To explore and understand the plant science areas of agriculture.

5.  To explore and understand the natural resource areas of agriculture.

6.  To explore and understand the animal science areas of agriculture.

C.  Course Topics 

1. FFA


a. Opportunities

b. Awards


c. History


d. FFA Creed


e. Leadership


f. Parliamentary Procedure

2.  Record Keeping
3. Agricultural Literacy & Agriculture Basics


a. Careers


b. History

c. Society & Trends

d. Economic Impact


e. Local, State, Regional, National, & Global Agriculture

4. Woodshop Project
8. Small & Large Animals


a. Small Animals



i. Companion Animal Industry



ii. Nutrition & Care



iii. Dogs



iv. Cats



v. Rabbits



vi. Ornamental Fish



vii. Misc. Pets


b. Large Animals



i. Beef



ii. Dairy



iii. Swine



iv. Sheep & Goats



v. Equine



vi. Poultry

D.  Text & Resources
1.  MyCaert Website – www.mycaert.com

2.  Classroom Resources

3.  Community, University and Business Resources

E.  Grading

Assignments = 70%

Quizzes = 10%

Exams = 20%

From the Riverdale High School Student Handbook

The grading scale for all classes will be as follows:

A = 95-100

A- = 93-94

B+ = 90-92

B = 86-89

B- = 84-85

C+ = 80-83

C = 75-79

C- = 73-74

D+ = 70-72

D = 67-69

D- = 65-66

F = 64 & below

F.  Quizzes & Exams
1.  Quizzes will be issued upon the completion of each topic sub-category.

2.  Exams will be issued upon the completion of each topic area.
3.  Make-up of missed quizzes and exams (due to an excused absence) will comply with Riverdale High School
policies.
4.  Make-up of missed quizzes and exams (due to an unexcused absence) will be completed upon the next
school day attended by the student.

5.  No re-takes will be allowed on any quiz or exam.

G.  Extra Credit

1.  Extra credit points will only be given when it is earned.

2.  Extra credit opportunities will only be given by the instructor, not upon request by the students.
H.  Attendance & Participation
1.  Class attendance policy will comply with Riverdale High School policy.
2.  All students are expected to participate during every class.

I.  Materials Needed
Each student will be assigned a storage drawer in Mr. Larsen’s classroom.  You are encouraged to keep any materials such as lab sheets, extra pens and pencils, etc.  There should be no excuses for not having materials or assignments for class.  A folder or other organizational item should be used for homework assignments.

